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            CITY NEWS HIGHLIGHTS
On Friday morning March 

30, 2018 the City was 

notified by Virginia 

American Water Company 

that they were experiencing 

a water emergency due to a 

burst pipe at one of their 

pumping stations and had 

lost pumping capability.  

Upon notification, the City 

immediately activated its 

Emergency Operations 

Center, established a call-in 

number for information and 

sent important messages to 

citizens utilizing Code 

RED advisory notices and 

Nixle, a mass notification provider established through law enforcement agencies.  Code Red 

and Nixle are FREE services provided to our citizens. To sign up for these services please 

visit the Cityôs website at www.hopewellva.gov.  

On Friday, March 30, 2018 Virginia American Water Company issued a precautionary boil 

water advisory which was lifted on Sunday, April 1, 2018. During the water crisis, the City 

quickly established communication channels and water distribution points at Hopewell High 

School and Carter G. Woodson Middle School in concert with Virginia American Water 

Company. This water crisis affected businesses and residents throughout the city over a 

period of three days. 

I want to thank Virginia American Water officials for quickly addressing the water crisis and 

for their restoration efforts. I also want to thank Hopewell City Public Schools; our City 

departments and agencies: Police, Fire, Emergency Management, Sheriffôs Office, Public 

Works, Information Technology, Social Services, Water Renewal, Development, Recreation 

and Parks, Intergovernmental & Public Affairs, and our City Council members for all of their 

support.  In addition, I want to thank the local social and civic organizations who donated 

free water and assisted with distribution.  

Moreover, I want to thank our citizens and businesses for their patience, understanding and 

cooperation throughout this incident.  It was truly a team effort. 

 
John M. Altman, Jr. 

City Manager  
 
 

Each week, the City 

Manager prepares an 

update for City 

Council  and citizens 

that addresses the 

status of major City 

projects, news, special 

events, and other 

matters of interest as 

well  as City -wide  

accomplishments in 

the performance of 

our services to our 

citizens of Hopewell.   

 

Office of the           
City Manager  
300 N. Main Street, 
Suite 216 
Hopewell, VA  23860 
804-541-2243 
maltman@hopewellva.go v  
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COMMUNITY NEWS AND SERVICES  
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COMMUNITY NEWS AND SERVICES 
All 4 th ï 7th grade Hopewell students are invited to attend the screening of Wonder on April 22nd at the 

Beacon Theatre from 1:00-5:00 P.M.  To register, please contact the Cityôs Office on Youth Coordinator 

Shanelle Ebanks at sebanks@hopewellva.gov.  Registration is required and seating is limited, so reserve 

your spot today!! 

    

mailto:sebanks@hopewellva.gov
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Riverside Park Stormwater Greenway 

Construction continues on the Riverside Park Stormwater Greenway. Approximately 2,000 linear feet of 

stream has been restored with eight off-line pocket wetlands. In addition, work has started on the 

Bioretention Basin (Raingarden) and the permeable pavement handicap parking area and trailhead on 

Riverside Drive (across from the marina). 

 
    

     

 

 

 

 

 

CONSTRUCTION UPDATES 
 

Vegetated Geogrid consists of coconut fiber matting layered between lifts of soil and planted with live 

stakes of Silky Dogwood, Black Willow, and Southern Arrowwood. These are intended to help stabilize 

the new óman-madeô streambank. In some cases, the vegetated geogrid is built over a layer of drainage 

rock that extends up to the surface behind the soil lifts to catch groundwater seepage that would otherwise 

saturate and erode the stream bank. In time, the root system will anchor the stream channel in place and 

the vegetation will provide habitat for a thriving aquatic ecosystem.       

Contractor: Sargent Corporation 

Contract Value: $ 2,149,785. 

Grant Funding:  $ 1,725,233. 

Scheduled Completion Date: June 2018 

Current Activities: on-going stream restoration and Regenerative Stormwater Conveyance construction 

Issues or Concerns: none  
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CONSTRUCTION UPDATES 
 

 

Police Station Construction  

  

Contractor: J.W. Enochs, Incorporated 

Contract Value:  $4,841,207 

Scheduled Completion Date:  March 29, 2019  

Current Activities: Completed all CMU foundation work, completed installation of all 

under slab roof drains, completed approximately 25% of under slab sanitary sewer 

Expected work for next week:  Continue under slab work and start pouring floor slab 

Issues or Concerns:  None 
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INTERGOVERNMENTAL AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS 
 

 

 

Delegate Lashresce Aird (63rd District) and Delegate Riley Ingram (62nd District) from the Virginia House 

of Delegates spoke to the Hopewell Rotary Club.  Delegates from opposing political parties spoke to the 

group regarding the upcoming General Assembly Special Session, the likely possibility of Medicaid 

expansion and passing a state budget.  
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DEVELOPMENT 

City Approves Site Plan 

The City approved a site plan to improve accessibility at the Wawa located at 907 Colonial Corner.  Work 

will be limited to the sidewalk area and parking spaces immediately around the store. If there are no weather 

delays, work will commence in April 2018.  Anyone interested in reviewing the plan can do so in the 

Department of Development located in the Municipal Building, Room 321. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

City Hires New City Planner 

The City would like to welcome Chris Ward to the Department of Development.  Mr. Ward is the Cityôs 

new Senior Planner, effective March 14, 2018.  Chris Ward came to the Development Department from the 

private sector where he served as a Community Development Consultant to numerous localities across 

Virginia for fourteen years. He specialized in assisting local governments with economic development, 

housing, and hazard mitigation issues in their communities.  Chris received a Bachelor of Arts degree from 

Wake Forest University in Political Science. He obtained a Masterôs Degree from Virginia Commonwealth 

University in Urban and Regional Planning. He enjoys spending time with his family and friends and 

tackling projects around the house.   
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HUMAN SERVICES 
  

March is National Social Work Appreciation Week and Destination Church made a visit to Hopewell 

Department of Social Services to commend the agency for our service in the community. In addition, to 

bringing token gifts to all the staff, the church requested that the agency identify one staff member who 

should be recognized for exemplifying what Social Work Appreciation Month is ï someone who ñconfronts 

some of the most challenging issues facing individuals, families, communities, and society and forges 

solutions that help people reach their full potential and makes our community a better place to live.ò 

Choosing that ñsomeoneò within the agency was simple and matter-of-fact. The agency named Michelle 

Bennett, our Child Welfare Supervisor. Michelle has been with the agency for 23 years. She started in 1993 

doing part-time adult services/child care; moved to full time child care/CPS; then to CPS and Foster Care; 

then designated as senior CPS worker and now Child Welfare Supervisor for the past 4 years.  

She has worked tirelessly to protect children and youth, and to achieve permanency for those children and 

youth in foster care. 

We are very proud to have Michelle recognized for her achievements! 

  



April 6 th, 2018 

 

 City Managerõs Weekly Update 
 

 

 

 

 City of Hopewell, Virginia                                                               www.hopewellva.gov   9 

 

PUBLIC SAFETY 
 

On Thursday March 29th, 2018 a swearing in ceremony was held for new officers who were graduating from 

the 90th Basic Law Enforcement Academy at Crater Criminal Justice Academy.  The four new officers 

pictured below with Police Chief John Keohane are Colton Chadick, Richard Buleza, Clayton Drahms, and 

Joseph Allgood. 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Also on Thursday March 29th, 2018 a promotion ceremony was held for newly promoted Sergeant Shea 

Richardson and Lieutenant Donnie Reid pictured below with Police Chief John Keohane. 

  

 


